The direct catalytic asymmetric aldol reaction of α-substituted nitroacetates with aqueous formaldehyde under base-free neutral phase-transfer conditions.
Enantioselective direct aldol reaction of α-substituted nitroacetates with aqueous formaldehyde for the synthesis of α-alkyl serines has been achieved under base-free neutral phase-transfer conditions with a bifunctional chiral phase-transfer catalyst.